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"Bock of Ages, Cleft for Me."

" Thoughtlessly the maiden suDg,
Fell the words unconsciously,
From her girlish, pleeful tongue,
8angas little children slntr;
Sang as sing the birds In June;
Fell the words like light leaves down

.On the current or the tune
Hock or Ages, cleft ror me,
Let me hide myself In Thee."

"Rock of Ages, clert forme,
Let me hide myself In Thee.'

How much pathos is expressed in
those words? They may express the
feelings of an agonized heart, of a
heart grown weary with life's burdens,
or a heart ripe with Christ's love.

"Thoughlessly the maiden sung,
Fell the words unconsciously.
From her girlish, gleeful tongue."

The maiden sang them as she looked
on life, on the world and things of the
world. All is bright, rosy and joyful,
what few clouds obscure the sun are
"silver lined" and "golden tinted,"
things of a moment, shadows of a sun-

ny sun, shadows that before her trip-

ping youthful feet are like fairy phan-

toms,
"Or like the toorealis race.
That flit ere you can point their place."

The prophetic taste of bitterness that
will be partaken of in after years. Aye,
'the bitter cup of death" is quickly dis-

pelled to sip the dews of youthful
Douyancy, of youthful pleasures, of
youthful sweets. Such giddy lips
should no more sing those pleading,
almost sacred, words than lie who
reigns in the place of eternal death
nould sing,

Mr faith looks un to thee:
Thou Lamb of calvary, Savior divine. "

That Savior he so sorely tempted on the
Mount.

"Hock of Ages, cleft for me v
Twas a woman sang them now,
Rose the song as storm tossed birds
Beats with weary wings the air
Every note with sorrow stirred
Every syllable a prayer
Ilock of Ages, cleft for mo,
Let me hide myself In Thee."

"Words breathed, sang, uttered by
trembling lips, pitiful lips, lips that
have tasted the bitter dregs of misery,
of woe, of despair ; heart, so heavy,
broken and shattered that there is
scarcely beating to throb forth to a cold

pitiless world her cry of anguish, her
plea for rest, for refuge. The echos of
the past, the days of feverish youth
may have heard those lips sing the
words,

"As sings the birds In J une."

But now it is like the dreary moan of
a winter wind sighing amidst the wreck
of blasted hopes,

Every syllable a prayer."

Praying for the freedom of the soul,
and rest for the body that has held the
soul a captive, a captive from heaven,
from heavens joys, from heaven's sweet
home, "In my Father's house are
many mansions."

'Rock of Ages, cleft for me"
Lips grown aged sung the hymn
Trustingly and tenderly,
Voice grow n weak and eyes grown d im,
Let me hide myself In Thee.
Trembling though the voice and low,
Han the sweet strain peacefully,
Like a river In Its flow,
Sung as only they can sing ""

Who lire's thorny paths have pressed;
Sung as only they can sing
"Who behold the promised rest-R- ock

of Ages, clert for me,
"Let me hide myseir in Thee.

"Lips grown aged sung the hymn,"
lips that had partaken of life's pleas-

ures and life's sorrows smiled with joy
and trembled in anguish now murmured
" trustingly and tenderly" for a haven
of resfe, "Trustingly" then surely with
faith, "whosoever ueleiveth in me shall
never die." Though the voice was
low and trembling it was wafted to
heaven on Faith's bright wings, and
when mortality freed the soul, feet that
had pressed life's thorny paths, pressed
the Golden streets and the "promised
rest" was "in my Father's mansions,"
and "eyes grown dim" shone with a
heavenly light, Faith rewarded. Home
at last.

"Rock or Ages, clert for me,
Sang above a coffin lid;
Underneath, all restrully
All lire's oys and sorrows hid.
Nevermore, o storm tossed soul!
Nevermore from wind or tide,
Nevermore Irom billows roll,
Wilt thou need to hide.
Could the sightless, sunken eyes.
Closed beneath the sort gray hair,
Could the mute and stinened lips
Move again in pleading prayer.
Still, aye, etlll the words would be
.Let me nine myseu in xnee."

" Sang above a coffin lid," sang by
those who felt, that though the dear
form that lay beneath the coffin lid had
sank in the arms of death. The im-

mortal soul was in the arms of the Re-

deemer. "All life's joys and sorrows
hid." But the glorious exchange,

and eternal happiness above.
No longer tossed by "wind or tide" or
"billows roll."
"We know she issaTe on the farther side
Where all the ransomed and angels be."

The sightless and sunken eyes will
open to "behold those gone before. The
muter and stiffened lips will sing sweet
anthenls'with the Heavenly throng.

"Rock of Ages cleft for me." Let
the grand old hymn be only sung by
those whose lives ar3 in need of solace,
of pure sympathy, of comfort from Him
who said "come unto me all ye that are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
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CM ALIKE BE DELIGHTED.

This is the STKONG POINT of this

WONDERFUL STOCK.
And cannot be entirely passed without notice. The
display of Beautiful, Costly and Artistic Books cannot
be equaled outside of a large city.
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That tells the story. They know where to go.
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But despair seized him when he to

crowd so much description into
so little space.
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GOODS.

LINE FULL.
Most C omplete StoGk in Kansas.

THREE STOKIES PACEED
And More Goods Coming.

Every Clime Contributes,
Europe, AsiaAfrica, North. and South. America,

and'thefcEBlandslof the Sea,'

Richest Treasures.
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HEAT SLAUGHTER

k. E. & COS

HOIXIDAY GOODS.
We are the GREAT LOW PRICED HOUSE on this line of goods,

and the reputation we have earned for low prices will more than be sus-

tained this year, as we have marked our goods at a creator cut than evof
before.

BOOKS.
In this lino wc have made a tremendous cut as the following prices

will show:

83 cents.
Buys a full gilt edge handsomely bound and finely illustrated book of
poems, all standard works, such as Longfellow, Tennyson, Scott, Cowper,
Burns, Moore and many others.

SO cents.
Buys a handsomely bound book of Fiction or History.

85 cents.
Buys any of the "Duchess "Works."

60 cents.
Buys a large Dictionary of the English Language.

c. 5c. and lOc. each.
Paper Books for Children.

DOLLS.
On this line we can save you money Dolls from 5c. 10c. 25c. 35e. 45o.
G5c. 89c. and 99c. All 50 per cent, under their valuo.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Albums, Fancy Mirrors, Work Baskets, Doll Carriages and Toys for tho

children, &c, tfce. Call and see them and we will save you money.

Banner Ornaments, Arrasenes, Chenilles, Embroidery, Silks, &o.

We do all kinds of stamping in oil or powder.
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BISHOP

DIG STORE.

C. GL HAWK,
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TOILET GOODS, STATIONERY, &c

A lull Line of Humphrey's Homeopathic Medicines.
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Headquarters For

Painters' Supplies, Glass, Machine Oils, &c, &e.
-- :o:

I keep at all times best Head Light Oil, 175 degrees test.
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RIBBONS.
Satin Ribbons for Fancy Work, Xo. 2 per yard, 3 cents

No. 4 Scents
No. 5 6 cents
No. 7 4.. 7 cents
No. 9 " 4... 9 cents
No.12 124-cent- s

No.16 " lo'cents
Special reduction by the piece. Remnants at half valuo. More Rib-

bons than any three stocks in Abilene combined.

VELVETS.
Colored Brocado Velvets, (silk.) This is a big driro. We offer

them at $1.10, aotually worth $2.50 per yard.

GLOVES.
Ono lot heavy silk gloves, a big bargain, at ........ 50 cents
One lot fleece linod gloves, at t . . 15 cents
Ono lot floeco lined gloves, at ,....... 25 cents
Ono lot kid gloves, at ..... 60 conts
Ono lot kid glovos, all shades, (5 buttons.) , . . 85 conts
' ... - . fc.

HANDKERCHIEFS.
One lot White Handkerchiefs, (hemmed.) 4 cent8
One lot Fancy Borders beauties) ; 5 cents
One lot Fancy Borders (a big bargain) at 8 conts
One lot Fancy Borders at 13, 30, and 25 cents
Silk handkerchiefs, a piece, as low as , 25 cont3

MILLINERY GOODS.
Closing out Felts and Trimmed Hats at actual cost, and with every

hat a ticket on a $40. Black Silk Dress to bo given Now Year's day. Wo
are the leaders in Millinery Goods, original advertisors and models for
our competitors to copy after. r'CLOAKS.

Closing out Plush Garments and other best cpnality of Oloaka at cost

JL E. BISHOP & CO.,
The Great Bargain Store.
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J. H. BRADY
HAS OPENED A

ML ESTATE Ml LOAN OFFICE

in the new block over thePost Office and is now
prepared to

LOAN MONEY
at the lowest current rates and handle real estate.
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